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INTRODUCTION. 

^^TO kind of writing can be more 
"'-^ interefting to a reader of tafte 
and humanity, than authentic rela- 
tions of what has happened to men, 
eminent for their abilities, and un- 
fortunate by their virtue. We, 
therefore, fktter ourfelves, that the 
public will receive with pleafure the 
Allowing account of the famous 
Patkul, renowned all over Europe for 
defending the rights of his native 
country, and ftill more memorable 
by his tragical death. 

The original copy of this ac- 
count has never yet been printed : 
and this is the firft time a tranfla- 
tion of it into Engl ifli has been at- 
tempted. It was drawn up by the 
Lutheran minifter, chaplain of a re- 
ment, who attended that unhappy 
man in his la|l moments, the night 
- before 
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before his death, and at the place 
of execution. 

Many of the particulars, dilclofed 
by the penitent to his cpnfeflbr, 
will be found entirely new : they 
are at, the fame time equally curious 
and important." None of the hifto- 
rians, not even the celebrated bio- 
grapher of Charles the Twelfth, 
feems to have been acquainted with 
them ; fo that they will ferve in 
ibme places to redify his miftakes,as 
in others they will confirm the truth 
of what he has advanced. 

To render this narrative a$ com- 
plete as poiUble, we hav? here 
brought together, under one view, 
the feveral particulars concerning 
^atkul, that lie fcattered in difFerent 
parts of monfieur de Voltaire's work. 

John Reinhold Patkul was, by 
birth, a Livonian, and defcended 
from a confiderable family in that 

country j 
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country; which is the fineft and moft 
fertile province of the North. It be- 
longed of old to the knights of the 
Teutonic order. The Kuflians, the 
Polfes, the Swedes, had alternately 
difputed the pofleffion of it ; but 
Swe4en had carried it from the reft 
near an hundred years ago ; and it 
had been, at laft, fblemnly ceded to 
her by the treaty of Oliva, 

Charles the Eleventh, who had 
treated his other fiibjeds with great 
fe verity, was not more indulgent 
to the Livonians : he had ftripped 
them of their privileges, and of a 
part of their eftates. 

Patkul wasdeputed by the nobi- 
lity of his province to carry their 
complaints to the throne. The 
harangue he pronounced before his 
-mafter was at once relpeAful and 
bold, full of that manly eloquence, 
which calamity, fupported by cou- 
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rage* never fails to infpirc : but fo- 
vereigns, for the moft part, look on 
thofe public harangues as only vain 
ceremonies, which it is cuftomary to 
fuffer, without paying any regard to 
them. However Charles, who could 
diflemble when he did not give up 
the reins to his anger, laid his hand 
gently on Patkul's fhoulder, " You 
have ipoke for your country as a 
brave man fhould^" faid the king to 
him ; ** I efteem you for it. Pro- 
ceed," But a few days after, he had 
him declared guilty ofhigh-treafbn, 
and, as fuch, condemned to die. 
Patkul, who had concealed l|}imfelf, 
fled. ' He carried with him into Po- 
land his refentment of this ufage ; 
and was admitted afterwards into 
the prefence of king Auguftus. 
Charles the Eleventh was then dead ; 
but the fentence againft Patkul, and 
his indignation at it, ftill fubfifted* 
He reprefented to the Polifh mo- 
narch, how eafily the conqueft 

of 
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of Livonia might be ejfFeded ; the 
people defperate, ready to fliake off 
the Swedifh yoke ; her king a child, 
and incapable of defending himfelf. 
Thefe follicitations were well re- 
ceived by a prince whom this con- 
G iieft had already tempted. 

After the celebrated battle of 
Narva, in which Charles the Twelfth, 
with only eight thoufand .Swedes, 
defeated fourfcore thoufand Mofco- 
vitesj the king of Poland had rea- 
fdn to fear, that his enemy, who had 
now conquered them and the Danes, 
would quickly fall upon him. He 
therefore enteredinto aftri<5ter union 
than ever with the Czar : and thefe 
two princes agreed upon an inter- 
view to concert their future mea- 
fures. 

« * 

J ' 

After having pafled the winter in. 
tile neighbourhood of Narva, Charles 
appeared in Livonia, near that very 

B city 
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eity of Riga, which king Auguftua 
hft4 bf fieg€<i in vain. The Saxon 
trpops wf riB ppftcd along the river 
Puna, whi<:H is very broa^ in that 
pl£^ce I ^nd Charles, whowa) oi) the 
of her iidf , h^d thg^t p^fiage tp dif- 
pute with them. The Saxons were 
not {leaded by tbdr prince, then in- 
difpofed ; but by iharfhal Stenaw, 
\vhQ conimanded in chi^f. Und^r 
]iiiii wer^ prince Ferdinand) duke of 
Courland, and the famf Patkul, who 
npw defended his country, >vith 
his fwcu-d, againft Charles the 
Twelfth, after having naaintained it$ 
privileges by his peol^ at the hazard 
of his life, asainft Charles the Ele-^ 
venth. 

Every one knQws» ti«it the Saxons 
loft this battle, and that Charksi 
\vent pn virith interniptpd fuccefe ; 
till, in the end, he compelled Au> 
guftus to abdicate the thfono: q£ B»^> 
land, and his fbjakt^s tp ehuie ano-r 

ther 
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thcr king in his ftead. A little before 
that memorable event, Patkul had 
•entered into the fefvioe of Ruilia, 
and been diftinguifhed by the Czar 
with the title o( his ambaflador id 
Saxony. The commiffion intruded 
to him there, Wjas to prevail with 
Auguftus to meet the Gzar at Grod- 
no, that they might confer once 
more on the ftatc of theit affairs. , 
This conference was but jufl ended] 
and the Czar gone to extinguifti a 
rebellion which threatened him at 
Aftracan, when king Auguftus or- 
dered Patkul to be feized at Drcf- 
den. All Europe flood furprifed, 
thaty contrary to the law of nations, 
and, in appearance, contrary to his 
own int^refts, be had dated to im- 
prifon the ambaffador of the only 
prince who protected him. 

\ 

The fecfet filing of (o firzfnge an 
event, as out author learnt from the 
Jate marfhal Saxe, fon df king Au- 

■ ■ ^2 guftus, 
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guftus, was this. Patkul> profcrihed 
in Sweden for having defended the 
privileges of Livonia, his native 
country, had been a general under 
Auguflus ; but his proud and a<5tive 
Ipirit, ill agreeing with the haughti- 
nefs of general Flcnuning, the king's 
favorite, more imperious and fiery 
than himjfelf,.he had gcme over to the 
fervice of the Czar, whole general and 
ambaf&dor to Auguftus he then 
was. Of a very penetrating fpirit, 
he foon difcovered that the view^s of 
Fleraming, and of the chancellor of 
Saxonyi were to propofe a peace to 
the Swedifti monarch on any terms 
whatever : upon this he immediate- 
ly formed the defign of being be- 
fore-hand with them, by bringing 
about a reconciliation betwixt the 
Czar and Sweden. The chancellor, 
however, having traced out his pro- 
jed, obtained leave to feize and fe- 
cure his perfbn. King Auguftus af- 
fured the Gzar that PatkuFwasa 

traitor. 
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traitor, who betrayed them both j 
and yet his only crime was having 
fer ved his new mafter too well : but 
an unfeafonablc fervice is often re- 
warded as if it were a piece of trea- 
chery. 

At laft king Auguftus, now a fu- 
gitive in Poland, deprived at once of 
his kingdom and of his eledorate, 
wrote a letter with his own hand, 
to beg . a peace of Charles. The 
fourth article, of the very hard terms 
on which he granted that peace, is 
the only one with which we are 
here concerned. 

Auguftus ft)all deliver up to me 
all the defer ters who have entered into 
his fervice ; particularly^ and by name^ 
John Patkul: 

The facrificihg of Patkul muft 
have occafipn^d a fevere ftruggle in 
his breaft* On one fide, the Czar 

loudly 
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loudly reclaimed this man as his dm« 
baflador ; ba the other^ Charles de- 
manded with threats, that he fhould 
be put into his hand& Patkul was 
then confined in the caille of Koe- 
nigftein in Saxony. Auguftus ima-^ 
gined he might fatisfy Charles the 
Twelfth, and his own honor at the 
fame timt. He lent fbme guards 
to deliver up tlib unhappy man to 
the Swedifh troops ; but he had 
tranfmitted before^hand a fecret or- 
der to the governor of Koenigftein, 
to let his prifbner efcape. Patkul's 
ill f(»*tune prevailed over the aarc 
that was taken' to fave him. The 
governor, knowing him to be very 
rich, would oblige him to purchafe. 
his liberty ; but the prifbner ftill 
depending on the law of nations, and 
acquainted with the intentions of 
Auguftus in his favor, refufed to buy 
what he hoped to otMlain for no- 
thing. During this interval arrived 
the guards that were ordered to (cize 

him: 
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film : ^y ddivered htm imme<« 
d lately to four SwediH:) captains, 
who carried him at.fir|l tp the head-^ 
quarters at Altranflad, where ho 
continued three months, bound. to 9 
ilake with a heavy chain of iron. 
From thence he was traftfported to 

Cadniir. There, Charles the Twelfth, 
forgettiiig his quality of ambalTador 
from the Czar, cwdered him to be 
tried with the utnioft rigor by a 
court-martial. 

About this very time he was to 
have married a Saxon lady ; a wo- 
man of quality, of virtue, and 
Ijeauty. The reader will hearmofe 
of her from his own mouth, in the 
following relation, which cannot fail 
of exciting gt once pity and horror 
in the higheft degree : jpity, for the 
iufferings of a man^ wfaolb ^^eateft 
pime was his havir^ appeared in 
the defqice of his country ; and 

hprror, 
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horror, at the unrelenting cruelty of 
a monarch, who, in punifhing it, 
confulted only his own arbitrary 
temper, and the hatred he bore his 
enemies. 
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AN 

AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT 

Of the BBHAvrouR of 

John Reinhold Patkul^ 

The Night before his Death, and at the 
Place of Execution. 

PATKUL had been a prifoncr for 
feme months, under the guard of 
Meycrfeldt's regiment, uncertain of his 
fate, and in continual apprehenfions from 
the inflexible temper of the king of Swe* 
den. At laft, on the 28th of September, 
in the year 1707, towards evening, ac- 
companied by thirty foldiers, he was deli- 
vered into the cuftody of the regiment of 
dragoons, commanded by colonel Nicho- 
las Hielm. On the very next, which was 
St. MichacFs -day, my colonel took mc 
afide,and communicating to me the dread- 
ful fecret that Patkul was to die the day 

C fol- 
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following^ ordered me to inform him of 
his approaching fate^ and prepare him to 
meet death as a good chriflian fhould. 
Iitiinaediately after evening-fervice I went 
to his prifon, where I found him lying on 
his bed. The firft compliments over^ 1 
entered upon the melancholy duty of my 
profeffion, by afking pardon for my intru- 
fion, and by faying, that a heart afflifted 
as his was, mud doubtlefs have need of 
confolation from the word of God. He 
anfwered, that he was delighted and 
obliged by this mark of my attention, and 
that no vifits were fo agreeable to him as 
thole from perfons in holy orders ; adding^ 
Are there any news abroad ? To which 
I replied. That I had fomething of im-> 
portanc&to acquaint him with, provided we 
were left alone. He immediately raiied 
himfelf up on the bed : and I, turning to 
the officer who had him in charge, told 
him ihe colonel's orders were, that I 
fliould be alone with his priibner. 

The 
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The officer having withdrawn, Patkul 

grafping both my hands in his, cried out, 
in a voice to foften the hardeft heart,*~* 
"' Ah ! my dear Paftor, what arc you to 
declare ? what I have to hear ?" 

" I bring you,'* replied I, ** the fame 
tidings that the prophet brought to king 
Hczekiah : Set thine houfe in order ^ for 
thou muji die. To-morrow, by this time, 
thou (halt be no longer in the number of 
the living !'* At this terrible warning, he 
bowed himfelf upoii his bed, and melted 
into a flood of tears. 

I then attempted to comfort him the 
befl I could, by faying, that as he was 
a man well inftruded in feveral fciences, 
and particularly converfant in. the facred 
fcriptures, he mu{^, without all doubt^ have 
often meditated on this fubjedt ; and thit 
I therefore hoped it would not have 
plunged him into fo much forrow. 

;* YcSi'* cried he, " I know, alas ! too 

C 2 wcjli 



[ 20 ] 
well, that wc muft all die ; but, — (and 
then the tears ftr^amed again from his 
eyes) the death prepared for me will be 
too cruel^ and infupportable," 

In order to calm his mind by degrees, I 
aflured him, that the manner of his death 
was to me totally unknown; but, be- 
lieving that he would prepare himfelf for 

it, as every good man ought, I was fure 
that his foul would be received into the 
number of happy fpirits. Here he rofe 
up, and, folding his hands together^ 
•• Merciful Jefus !" he cried, ** let nie thqn 
die the death of the juft/' A little after, 
with his face inclined towards the wall, 
where flood bis bed^ he broke into this 
foliloquy ; " Auguftus ! O Auguftus, what 
muft be thy lot one day ? Muft not thovi 
be refponfible then for all the crimes by 
thee committed ? Alas ! the revolution in 
Syreden and Livonia i? the fovirce of my 
misfortunes,'! 

I in- 
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I intreated him to lay afide all wordly 
confidcrations, as particularly difagreeable 
in themfelves^ and mod unfuitable to the 
profpedl before him ; that he might de- 
vote his thoughts entirely to another, and 

« 

never-ending life ; and thus employ his 
few remaining moments for the peace and 
repofe of his foul. His anfwer vsras, 
*' Alas 1 dear fir, my heart, this wretched 
heart, which is all over one inveterate ul- 
cer^ full of unfound humours, cannot 
know reft or quiet, till their malignity is 
difcharged : fuffer me, therefore, to tell 
you what it is bi^ with, and what fo much 
torments it. 

*^ That redu^ioTiy which hath impo- 
veriflied fo many faipilies, is the folc 
caufe of the crime whereof I am accufed. 
The late * king faid to me, one day, in 
terms of much kindnefs, Patkul, main- 
tain the rights of your country like a npfan 
of honor, and with all the fpirit you arc 

♦ Charles XL 

capable 
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capable of. My God, what part was I to 
adl after fach a declaration ?•— but my 
enemies turned it all to my difadvantage. 
May heaven pardon Hieftner ! He con* 
tributed much to my deftrudtion ; for in 
the beginning he feduced> in the middle 
of our affairs he impofed upon me, and 
in the end became my perfecutor^ Ber- 
genhielm too did me all the mifchief in 
his power ; but he was obliged to follow 
hiis orders. O Sweden ! Sweden! 1 
quitted thee, neither dancing nor finging ; 
thou knoweft it, O my God ! What elfe 
was left me to do ? — To hide myfelf un- 
der-ground was impoffible ; to bury my- 
felf in a convent, againft the religion I 
profcfs J and amongft the allies of the 
king, there was no retreat to be hoped 
for. 

« 
^^ It has been faid that I joined myfelf 

to his enemies : that I was therefore the 

caufe of this fatal war. But, what a con- 

fequence ! I fpcnt my melancholy hours 

a wretched 
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a wretched exile, not a couiifeUor, or ad^- 
vifer 3 a part, of which I was never thought 
capable, as in truth I was jiot. 

** Before my arrival in Saxony every 
thing was already planned; the alliance 
with Mufcovy figned 5 the meafures with 
Denmark agreed upon ; and I, at that 
time, in no degree of eftimation ' /^ 

At this paufe in his di(fcourfe I gently 
-reprimanded him ; becaufe what he had 
been faying was no longer feafonable, 
and yet he gave himfclf up entirely to the 
confideratidn x)f mere wordly matters.—. 
But feizing my hand, he begged I would 
grant him a few moments more to dif- 
burthen his heart ; and then, cried he, I 
will not lofe an rnftant longer. ^* Of what 
country are you, dear Sir ?" " A Swede,*' 
I replied, *' and born at Stockholm." " I 
am rejoiced to hear it,*' faid he : '« I wifh 
to have ifome part in the remembrance of 
your countrymen, and that they may know 

the 
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the truth of my deplorable fate. My in- 

dinations were always to ferve Sweden, 
however the contrary opinion has pre- 
vailed. — ^Yct more ; 

" I can affirm, without vanity, wretch- 
ed as I am at this moment, that the 
* Cburfurfl of Brandenburg, owed his 

title of king of Pruffia to the fervices I 
did him. He himfelf will acknowledge 
it J as he formerly, in recompenfe of thofe 
good offices, would have given me a con- 
derablefum of money. I thanked him, and 
rejedted the offer ; adding, that the moft 
valuable reward I wiflied "for, was to re- 
gain the king of Sweden's favor by his 
interceffion. This he promifed, and tried 
every method poffible to fucceed, by his 
minifter at Stockholm, count Dona : but 
in that court the gate of mercy waS' (hut 
?igainft me. 

** After this I laboured fo much for the 
\ intereft of the late etaperor in his Spanifti 

! * Prince-ele<Eh)r. 

affairs, 
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afEdrs, that I brpught ^bout what any 
other man could fcar^ely have efFedted ; 
may I be allowed to fay fo without oftcn- 
tation. The emperor, on his part, as ah 
acknowledgment of this fervice, gave me 
an aflignmeht for fifty thoufand crowns, 
which I humbly laid at his feet; and mak- 
ing him a low bow, begged a reward of 
another kind. He afked what elfe he 
could do for me ? I replied, that all this 
money would profit tnt nothing, while I 
remained in difgrace at the court of Swe- 
den y and therefore I implored his Im- 
perial majefty's recommendation of me to 
the king's favor. This requeft he imme- 
diately granted, . and gave his orders ac- 
cordingly, but in vain. All my hopes 
there vanifhed into fmoke. Yet, not to 
Ipfc any opportunity poffible, I went to 
Mofcow while the Swedifh ambaffadors 

^ • 

were at that cpurt.—You have doubtlefs 
heard of. the thing," faid he. ♦* It is true," 
I replied ; ** and as I had then the honor 
of being preacher to the legation, I was of- 

D ten 
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ten an eye-witneft qf the court yoa paid 
t6 the ambafiadors/* 

*' How !" cried he, *' were you there at 
^at junfiore ?-^7e8} methinks I recoUeft 
your face f' and then he went on to in«- 
form intf that his whole applicatbn was 
employed to obtain that favor which had 
been fo firequendy refufed him : but the 
mediation of the Czar had no cSeQ:. 
•* On the contrary," faid this unfortunate 
man» *' having fecredy learnt, that an or^- 
der from the king was fent to his ambaP* 
fadors to find me out, and infift upon my 
being delivered into their hands^ I was 
obliged to fly, and hide myfeif &om th6 
world. During thefe negociadons it was 
confidently given out, that I had dealt pri* 
vately with the Cmt to break the peace : 
nothing could be more uiijuft Carlo* 
vttz, a creature of king Auguflus, and 
others, to whofe names I am no ftranger, 
were thofe that infligated him to take fuch 
a refoludon. For my part, I was ever in- 
> clinec' 









C *7. 1 
dined to peace, and employed, for that 
end, every means in my power j propofing^ 
9s a fatisfadion to the king, that he (hould 
have Courland, PoIi{h Livonia, and t 
great part of Samogitia, if thefe conce(r 
£on8 might have induct him to make 
peace. It wzs at firft believed, that the 
Czar would never fubmit to fuch condi* 
tions ; but, on my frequent and preDing 
cemonftrances, he gave his confent, and 
even thanked me for my good offices. 
The king of Sweden, however, would 
hearken to no terms j and this only can 
hinder the Swedifh prtfoners at Mofcpw 
from confefUng, that I diftributed among 
th«m at leaft an hundred thoufand 
jcrownSi to ihew the ardent defire I had, 
by all ways, to regain their fovereign's 
favor and grace,— -Ah ! would to heaven 
I had been equally in earnefl: to obtain the 
grace of God 1" At thefc words another 
fhower of tears fell from his eyes, and he 
remained for fome moments iilent, and 
overwhelmed with grief. 

D 2 I ufed 
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f I ufed my ihoft afFeftionatc "endeavors 

to comfort him, with the affurance that 

f this grace would not be denied him, pro- 

vided he fpent the few hours ftill left m 
carneftly imploring it j for the door of 
Heaven's mercy was never fhut> tho' that 
of men might be cruelly fo. 

" This/' replied he, " this is my true 
confolation ;— for thou art God, not man 
to be angry for cvef . But alas i it is now 
my confufion, to have foiight with more 
foUicitude the means of rendering fervice 
to men than of ferving God. 

*' Above all, I curffe the hour of my 
knowing Auguftus, and of my .connections 
with him. May God turn his heart from 
its infidious purpofes. Void of all faith 
and honor, he betrays the very miniflers 
he employs, 

** Reflet only on what he did after the 

peace with Sweden was concluded. At 

; .: ': i^hat very time he writ pie a letter, dated 

the 
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the fixteenth of December, in which he 
ordered me to inform the Czar, that the 
Swedes were difperfed in different places, 
waiting in full fecurity, till their arms, all 
hacked and broken, could be repaired ; 
and that their officers were fent iaway, fome 
to raifc new levies, and others about other 
neceffary fervices. This, therefore, faid 
he, was the favorable moment for the 
Czar to make an irruption into Saxony^ 
with all his force, that he might fajl upon 
ftnd deftroy them at once. ' On his part, 
he would underhand prevei^t the work- 
pien, employed in mending the arms, 
from doing what was expeded of them. 

*' To this I fcnt him in anfwer, that I 
would no longer concern myfelf with his 
affairs, and that it was full time to give 
over all fuch perfidious contrivances. But 
tho he vvas difpleafed with my reply, he 
ft ill difcovered to me, from time to time, 
J>is wicked purpofes, and tried to engage 
me in them, which I always plainly re- 
fpfed to do. - 
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*' In a letter to nie» a moft extraordi- 
nary piece of treachery was planned out ; 
and the letter concluded with thefc words : 
jiugujius has gained inore bf one Jingle 
buniingp than Charles by fo manyfplendid 
miShrieu I ftand aftonifticd when I re- 
fled on fuch inhuman machinations, and 
render thanks to God, who faved the king 
frem feveral ambujhes that have been laid 

for bim:\ 

** Good heaven!'* cried I, " who 
would ever mbre truft to Auguftus?*' 
•* Ah !" replied the prifoner, ^^ a notorious 
athcift like him, who has no fear of God 
on his mind, can fuch a man ihew any 
regard to his plighted faith ? 

*' The late emperor, in a letter to me, 
defired that I would endeavor, by gentle in- 
£inuation,to divert him from his extravagant 
courfes* I was bold enough to fliew him 
that letter : he read it^ and with a con-- 
temptuous fmile faid to me, " Let the old 
man trouble his head about purgatory ; he 

is 
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is in the right, he will be there before me/' 
His mother toaemployed me on the fame 
errand. I again undertook the part j— -and 
what has been my reward ? I am at laft 
plunged into an aby& of mifery. 

» 

** While he was at Warfchou, and heard 
the king was advancing to attack him^ he 
jbund himfelf extremely diftrefied. He 
was abfolutely without money, and there* 
fore obliged to difmifs fbme of his troops. 
He had recourfe to my ailiilance, and in-- 
treated me, for the love of God^ to borrow 
whatever turn I could. I undertook the 
thing, and procured him fQur hundred 
thoufand crowns. What ufe did he make 
of this fupply ? The very day afterwards 
he lavifhed away fifty thoufand crowns on 
trinkets and jewels, which he gave in pre- 
fents to fome of his women. 

*^ I was infinitely concerned that he 
fhould have fquandered the money in this 
ftrange manner, as my orders from the 
Czar, my principal, were not to truft him 

with 
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with a farthing. I told him plainly my 
thoughts of the matter ; and by my im- 
portunity prevailed, that the Jews fliould 
take back their toys, and return the mo- 
ney they had been paid for them. The 
ladies were enraged ; and he fwore to 
himfelf that I ihould, one time or other> 
fufFer for what I had done : there indeed, 
he Hept his word. Would to God he had 
always done fo with thofe he employed ! 
but that juft God will repay him one day 
all his mifdeeds.. 

" I am afraid, dear Sir, that ,thi§ talk, 
and all thefe particulars, are irkfome to 
you, and you may be wanted elfewherc 
on other bufinefs." I anfwered, that I 
would be with him again in a moment. 
*' Be fo,*' faid he ; ** and above all intrcat 
the colonel, if you pleafe, that he would 
give his orders for our being alone toge- 
ther, that J may not be difturbed in theie 
laft moments, which fhould be faaed to 
devotion : and this I (hall efleem a very 
particular favor/' I promifed to obtain 
what he defired, and then withdrew* ' 



\ 



At feven in the evening I returned j 
and the officer being retired, his prifoner 
accofled me> with a fmiling air, and ati 
appearance of much tranquillity : " Wel- 
come, dear Sir, and now I look uponyoa 
as my better angel. The weight that lay 
heavy and oppreffive on my heart is re- 
moved, and I already feel a fenfibic 
change wrought in my mind. I am rea- 
dy to die : death is more eligible than the 
folitude of a long imprifonment. Would 
^o heaven only, that the kind of it were 
lefs cruel. Can you, my dear confcffor, 
inform mc in what way I am to fuffer ?** 
My anfwer, as before, was, that it had 
not been communicated to me ; but that 
the whole would pafs over without noife, 
for that hitherto only the colonel and my^ 
felf had notice of it. 

*« That," replied he, " I efteem as a 
favor, but have you feen the fentence? Or 
muft I die, without being either heard or 

« 

.D^demned? My appreheniions are, of 
being put to latolerable tofturcs/* I com- 

E forted 
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forted him in the kindeft manner I could ; 

but he was his own beft comforter from 
the word of God, with which he was fa- 
miliarly acquainted ; quoting, among 
other paiTages, thcfe words in Greek : fVe 
muji enter into the kingdom of heaven thro 
many tribulations. 

He tiaen-called for pen and ink ; which 
being Drought, he intreated me to write 
down what he fhould dictate. I did fo> 
as follows : 

*' Teftamentum, or, my laft will, as to 
the diipqfition of my efFedls after my 

death. 

« 

"I. His majeftykingAuguftus, having 
firft examined his confcience thoroughly, 
will be fo juft as to pay back to my rela- 
tions the fum he owes me ; which, being 
liquidated, will amount to fifty thoufand 
crowns : and as my relations are here in 
the fervice of Sweden, that monarch w^ 
probably obtain it for them." At this he 

faid^ 
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faid, " Let us ftop here a little ; I will 
quickly return to finifli this will : but now 
let us addrefs ourfelves to God by prayer/* 
Prayers being ended, " And now," cried 
he, *' I find myfelf yet better, yet in a 
quieter frame of mind. Oh! were my 
death lefs dreadful, with what pleafure 
would I expiate all my guilt by embracing 
it ! Is the king of a merciful difpofition?" 
" Yes,** replied I, " and we are thankful 
to heaven for giving us a pious and gra- 
cious fovereign/* ** That,*' faid my pcni* 
tent, " is the capital virtue, and it has all 
the others attending upon it. His mini* 
fters too, are they remarkable for huma^ 
nity f , Is count Piper a man of piety ?'* I 
anfwered to thefe different queftions in the 
affirmative ; adding, that be had given 
proQfs of it that were no wife equivocal. 
" Thanks be to God then,** cried he,*' "I 
ihall not be expofed to feel beyond what 
juftice requires. Happy is that kingdom 
where equity and piety reign." 
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' He next ttvtered upon a cflnverfation 
concerniog the affairs of Sweden, the uni^ 
Veriities, the men of learniog, and parti* 
tularly the profeflbr at Hall^ named Fran<* 
dient and a certain doctor, Breithaupt ; 
tiking me, at the fame time, my opinioa 
of the religion profefled by the Pietifts ;, 
and where I myfelf had been educated--^ 
ending the whole with a profound figh ! 

*• Yes !*' cried he -.— " I have friends in 
different places, who will weep over my 
deplorable fate* What will the mother 
of the king of PrufTia fay ? What will be 
the grief of the countefs Levolde, who at^ 
tends upon her f but particularly, and 
aboVe all, what thoughts moft ariie in the 
bofom of HER, to whom my faith is 
plighted ? Unhappy woman 1 the news 
6^ my dsath will be fatal to her peace of 
ihind. My dearPkflor, may I venture to 
beg one fa^of of yon ?* lafTurcd him h4 
might con)qp(|tmi every fervice, every ofr 
fice of humanity in my power. ** Have 
thfe goodnefs then,** continued he, pref- 

fing 
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iing my hand-^-^tbe moment I am nor 

more -— to write— alas ! bow will yoa 

fet about it ? a letter to madam Eiofeide* 

lern — '.tbe lady I am promifed to **^ Let 

her know I die ber's •— inform her fully, 

of my unhappy fate ! Send her my laft 

and eternal farewel ! My death is in truth 

dilgraceful > but my manner of tpeeting 

it will, 1 hope, by heaven's and your af- 

fiftance, render it holy and bkfled. This 

news will be her only confolation. Add 

farther, dear Sir, that I thanked her with 

my lateft breath, for the fincere affedtion 

ihe bore me. May (he live long and 

happy : this is my dying wift." 



I gave him my hand in promife that I 
would faithfully perform all be- defired. 
At this he drew out his purfe, wrapping 
the money he took from thence in two or 
three different pieces of paper: ** To-i- 
roortow/' faid he, '^ I (hall think no more 
of the things of this world :" and would 
have had me accept of one of thofe pa7 
pen, in which were an hundred ducata. 

I mo- 
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I modeftly excufed myfelf from recdv^ 

ing them, as the little fervices I had 
done him could merit no fuch piefent. 
♦* Ah !'* cried he, " how often, for a tri- 
vial worldly matter, have I given a thou- 
fand ? and the fervice you are doing me 
cannot be repaid with all the gold on 
earth. However, to (hew my further 
gratitude, I prefent you with a treafure 
that I have kept facred above all things 
elfc— my New Teftament in Greek, with 
the verfion of Montanus. It has been my 
companion in all my mifery ; and is now 
in the hands of major Grothufen, from 
whom you will receive it/' I made him 
my acknowledgments^ and promifed never 
to part with fuch a prefent duriQ| my 
life. 

* 

Afterwards he took up another book : 
** This," faid he, •* is of my own writing. 
Keep it in remembrance of me, and as a 
proof of my true regard for religion. I 
could wiih it might have the good fortune 

to be prefented to the king, that he may 

be 
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be convinced, with what fittle foundation 
I have been accufed of atheifm/' Taking 
it from his hand I aflfured him, that my 
colonel would not fail to prefent it, as foon 
as an opportunity offered* ** Ah !" faid 
he, " it would be fomc.poor fatisfadion, 
if my book might be more fortunate than 
its author: and I cannot forbear applying 
to it, what Ovid faid of old to his De Trif- 
tibuSy when he was fending the vplume to 
Auguftus, from the place of his banifli- 
ment : Go, little book, and prociarc for 
me what I myfelf could not obtain." 

The reft of his time was employed in 
prayer, which he went thro with a very 
fervent devotion t and mentioning the va- 
nity of this world, ** God is hiy witnefs,*' 
faid he, "that, in the midft of thofe plea- 
fures it fprcads out for us, my heart was 
ever penetrated with remorfe 5 and now 
the weight that prcffcd me down to earth 
is entirely removed from it. World, fare- 
wel I fick of all fublunary vanities, I have 
often and earncftly meditated a retreat ; 

' but 
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but without efFeS, having been too far 
engaged in the ftream to be able to turn 
back, i return thcc thanks, O Jefus ! 
that my chains are broken, that my foul 
is fct free by the hand of Charles the 
Twelfth. My God! the truth of what 
St. Paul fays is manifcfted in me, That all 
worketb for good to tbpfe who are loved of 
God. 

^' But as it grows late I am afraid, dear 
Sir> that I aetain you too long. Let not 
the time appear tedious, I conjure you.** 
I aflured him of the fatisfadlion I took in 
doing my duty, and began again to pray 
for him with new fervor. Our devotions 
being ended, he asked me whether he 
fhould not try to take fome repofe i ad- 
ding, that for a long time he had not 
been refrefhed with a moment's ileep, and 
that he fdt hfs fpirits quite cxhaufted, as 
he had neither ate nor drank any thing 
the whole day. *^ By this my wearied 
faculties may be recruited ; and to-mor- 
row I ihdl (land in need of all my 

ftrength !^ 
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ftrength V To which I aflented s^ and 

having agreed upon the boor I (faould re« 
turn^ I left him alone ior the reft of tbi» 
his laft night. 

On the thirtieth of September I was 
again with him at four in the morning. 
The moment he heard my falutation he 
arofe^ and rendering thanks to God, af- 
fured me he had not flept fo foundly foe 
a long time. We went to prayers ; and 
in truth his piety^ and devout frame of 
mind, were worthy of admiration. 

About the hour of fix be faid he would 
begin his confeilion, before the din and 
clamors of the people without could riie 
to difturb his thoughts. He then |cneeled 
down> and went thro his confeHion in a 
manner truly edifying. The beginning 
of it especially was refnarkable, when he 
made ufe of thefe words of Judah : fFbaf- 
JbaUIfayy Lvrdf or bow Jhall I ufter , 
myfelf? GoU batb found out the iniquities of 
his fgfvant. After having received the 

F . holy 
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holy commanton, he fung a pfalm or two» 
but dwelt with fingular pleafure on thi& 
vcrfc : May thy Jpirit comfort me i may 
iby wounds be my healing. 

The fun beginning to appear above the 
horizon, he looked out at theVrindow, 
faying, " Sahejejla dies ! This is my 
wedding-day. I looked, alas ! for ano- 
ther, but this is the happier ; for to-day 
fhall my foul be introduced by her hea- 
venly bridegroom into the afTembly of the 
bleffcd r* 

He then turned to me, and begged to 
be informed whether J yet knew in what 
vJ^ay he was to die ? I anfwered, as be- 
fore : and he conjured me, by the facred 
name of Jefus, not to forfake him 5 for 
that he (hould find in my company fome 
confolatioh even in the midft of tortures. 

He looked again through the window, 
crying out, "My dear paftor, they are 
already putting to the horfcs. They are 

in 



■*!**w" 



dtaMlMkMrfnLii 



[43] 
in^faftfte s andji heaven be praifed, to toe 

likewife the time, appears too long, I 
have not now a wifh to live/' Cafting 
his eye on the paper that lay upon the 
table, ** This will/' faid he, *^ can never 
be finiftied." When I asked hiro, whe- 
ther he would put his name to what was 
already written ? " No/* replied he, 
^*with a deep figh, I will write that 
bated name no more. My relations will 
find their account in another place : (a* 
lute them frooi me." He then addreiled 
himfelf 9gain to God in prayer, till 



The lieutenant entered to conduct him 
to the coach. . He wrapped hipctfelf xtp in his 
cloak, and requefted me, as he went alOog» 
npt to abandon him. When I afTured 
hith that I would hot, he advanced to- 
wards the coach, aiid made me go into it 
before him. We went forward a great 

« • • • • • 

|)8cr, guarded by an hundred horfemen. 
On the way he embraced and kifled me, 
requefting me again not to forget the pro- 

mife I had made him. 

F 2 Being 
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Being arrived at the place of ^xeootibn^ 

we feond h furrounded by three hundred 

fodt-^ibldiers ^ but at the fight of iht^aies 

and wbeeis, his horror is not to be deicrib^ 

ed» Clafping me in his arms» ^^ Beg of 

God,'' he exclaimeid, <^ that noly foul may 
not be thrown into defpair amidft thefe 
tortures! I comforted, I adjured him to 
fix his thoughts on the death of Jefus 
ChriA, who, for our fins, was nailed to a 
crcfs. 

At this he was taken out of the coach f 
and while they were knocking off his fet* 
ters, Ldmi of, God, cried he, viho takej^ 
moay^ Jim of the world, bdve mercy upm 

mi 

I - 

Being now on the fpot where hf waa 
to fufier, the captain proclaimed aloud : ^ 

^' Be it known to all, it is by commasd 
of his majefty, our fpvereign, that this 
man, who has been a traitor to his couur 
try, (ball be broken on the wheel alive, 

and 
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and then his body ihall be divided int$ 
four quarters^ that he may ferve for aa el:« 
ample td all iilch criminals/* At the 
vrorjA traitor, he ihrugged up hi$ fhoul* 
defSy calling his eyes mournfully towardi 
heaven, and^thcn faid, "Whither muft I 
go ?** The executioner pointing to the fa* 
tal fpot, he bid the man do his duty weiU 
and put into his hands (omQ money, which 
he had got ready for that purpofe, 

V 

I 

He then ftrctchcd himfelf out upon the 
ground ; and while they were ftrip^ing 
him naked, he begged me to pray that 
God would have mercy on him, and bear 
up his ibul in this agony. J did ib : and 
turning tq all the fpe^ators, faid to them^ 
«' Brethren, join with me in prayer for f his 
unhappy man." ** Yds," cried he, " af- 
fift me ail <tf yOu with your fuppjications 
to heaven.*' 

- •• " 

Here thft «K«ctttioner gave him the firft 
^oke. Hit cries were terrible. « O jfe- 
&a I Jeftts, have mercy upon me !" Thi$ 

-' cruel 
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cmel fcene was much lengthened oiit^ and 
of the utmoft horror ; for as the headfman 
had no skill in his bufinefs, the wretch 
under his hands received upwards of fif*- 
teen feveral blows» with each of which 
were intermixed the moft piteous groans^ 
and invocations of the name of God. At 
lengthy after two ftrokes given 'on the 
breaft, his ftrength and voice failed him. 
In a faultring dying tone» he was jufl heard 
to fay, " Cut off my head !" and the exe- 
cutioner ftill lingering, he himfelf placed 
his head on the fcaffold : in a word, after 
four ftrokes vidth an hatchet, the head was 
feparated from the body, and the body 
quartered. Such was the end of the re- 
nowned Patkul : and may God have mercy 

on his foul I 

LoRENs Hager, 

Chaplain of a Hegiment 

Such is the account of this dreadful 
fcene, left us by one who was an eye and 
ear-witnefs of the whole, and committed 
it to writing immediately after the titling 

hap- 
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happened. His relation, plain and una-* 
domed as it is, we think ftill more inte« 
refting, more truly moving than the ela-* 
borate de&ription given by moniieur de 
Voltaire, which we therefore omit. We 
will only add, from that excellent writer, 
one particular more relating to the unfor- 
tunate man, whofe terrible exit the reader 
has juil had prefented to his view* 

Thus periflied John Reinold Patkul, 
ambaiTador and general of the Ruflian 
emperor. Such as faw him only in the 
light of a fubje<£):, in rebellion againil his 
king, thought he had merited the fate 
he underwent : thole who confidered him 
as a Livonian, born in a province that 
had certain rights and privileges to de- 
fend, and called to mind^ that he had 
quitted Livonia, with no other view than 
to aflert thofe rights, efteemed him a. 
martyr to the liberties of his country* 
All however agreed, that the title of am- 
baiTador from the Czar ought to have 
rendered his perfon facred. The king of 

Sweden 
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Sweden «^^<wi^» bred up in t|ic jJriiicfpIc* 
^f defpotifmi believed, that he baa done 
Ml \inotte thin an #ft of juftiot ; ^ while 
dl finrope fl)efidet» coadeiniAed: in that 
«£k bis mercilefs cruelty/ . . ' , 

' The quarters of PatkuJ remained ex- 
pofed en gibbets till the year feventcci) 
hundred and thirteen; when Auguftus, 
baying rcafcended the throne, gave or- ' 
der^ to ccfUedt -^hofc fad proofs of the 
extremity he had been reduced to at, 
Ateanftad, They were brought be- 
fore bim in a box, to Warfovia, while 

■1 * . 

BuzenvaVvthe French envojr, happened 
to be prefentc The king of Pglgnd, di- 
rpding that minifter*s^eye to the box-^* 
there, /aid he (imply, there are tbe mem- 
hers of Patkul ; without adding a fingle 
word either ft^Blame or in pity to his 
ihen^oryj and without iny one.perfpn 
jjrefen* faring to open his lip, 9n a 
ibbjeft lb delicate at once and tragicjj; 
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